Cémo si de un momento a otro hubiera ocurrido algo imprevisto y violento, se ha pregun-
tado la humanidad: ;qué hemos hecho para llegar a cambiar hasta el clima del planeta?,
quizé nunca se pensd que lo que venian diciendo algunos circulos de cientificos se volveria
una realidad y entonces de pronto se ha despertado la conciencia de las grandes ciudades y
politicos de todo el mundo por el llamado: cambio climdtico y por los desastres, en espe-
cial su relacién con la agricultura.

Nunca como antes se ha visto la relacién entre el cambio climdtico y la desertificacién y
nunca se ha hablado tanto de los ecosistemas fragiles, aquellos que bordean los desiertos.
Como nunca se vuelven los ojos a las tecnologias contempordneas y tradicionales que op-
timizan el aprovechamiento de los desiertos, si a los desiertos, estos ecosistemas a los que
todos piensan verdear algtin dia.

En este niimero los desastres , el cambio climdtico y la desertificacién tienen el lugar pre-
ferencial con nueve articulos, los bosques secos con tres y las tecnologias con siete pertene-
cientes principalmente a dos pueblos hermanos como son Cuba y México y como no podia
faltar el arte, pues, alguien tenfa que cantarles y pintarles a los desiertos, en esta oportuni-
dad es el pintor peruano Ricardo Wisse quien cumple con ellos, como verdn los desiertos
tienen quienes le pintan asi como quienes le escriben y nada menos que 57 cientificos en
este ndmero, ademds de nuestro querido Editor invitado Damaso Ponvert de la red UTEE-
DA del CYTED y los miembros del Comité Editor y Cientifico, y sus entrafiables drbitros
que tan desinteresadamente afio a afio nos acompafan en esta obra.

Con muchos “nunca” y muchos “quizd”, levantamos el telén de este nimero 11 de nuestra
Zonas Aridas

Gracias a todos una vez mis.

El Director



As if from one moment to another something unpredictable and violent would have happened,
humanity has asked itself: what have we done to get to a point where we are even changing the
climate of our planet?, it never might have thought that what some scientists were saying would
become reality; and suddenly the conscience of large cities and politicians from all over the world
is awakening because of the so called: climate change and because of disasters, especially in their
relation with agriculture.

As never before, we are noting the relationship between climate change and desertification,
and as never before, we are talking so much about fragile ecosystems, those that surround the
deserts.

As never before, we turn our eyes towards contemporary and traditional technologies which
optimize the exploitation of deserts. Yes, of deserts, those ecosystems that all want to see green
some day.

In this number, disasters, climate change and desertification have a preferential space with nine
contributed papers, dry forests are treated in three papers, while technologies in seven, from coun-
tries like Cuba and Mexico. And we could not leave out the arts. Somebody had to sing for and
paint the deserts. We present a contribution from the Peruvian painter Ricardo Wisse. As you see,
deserts have somebody who paints them, but also some who write about them. In this issue we
have contributions from 57 scientists, in addition to our invited Editor Damaso Ponvert, from
the UTEEDA-CYTED network, the members of the Editorial and Scientific Committee, and
the reviewers who selfless accompany the production of our journal year after year.

With many “never” and many “maybes”, we present number 11 of Zonas Aridas

Thanks to all once more.

The Director



